
Barrow
Parish 
Plan

Barrow
Parish 
Plan
2007 - 2008



Great Barrow March 1998.

Courtesy of Jefferson Air Photography. 



1

Contents
Pages

Introduction 1

The Plan Process 2 - 3

Barrow 4

Focus Group Reports:

Housing Policy 5 - 7

Post Office and Stores 8

Traffic & Transport 9 - 11

Community & Facilities 12 - 17

Environment 18 - 21

Action Plan Summary 22 - 27

Parish Plan Data Summary 28 – 31

Appendix 1  

The Flyer 32 - 33

Appendix 2  

Poster Display Response Sheets 34 - 40  

Introduction
Parish Plans were pioneered by the Rural Community
Council movement over 20 years ago. In recent years
they have been given fresh support by national and
local government and are recognised as a valuable
process for communities to set out a vision for their
future. A Parish Plan can be influential on local
government processes and relevant aspects may be
adopted as a Supplementary Planning Document.  

But the real value of a successful Parish Plan is in the
extent to which it energises a community to think for
itself, to lobby for what it wants and, in many cases, to
achieve what it wants through its own efforts.

Reading an account of Barrow village life a hundred
years ago is to be transported to a time when the hand
of government was light and the efforts of the
community defined its quality of life.  Nowadays we pay
high taxes and rightly expect many services and
facilities to be provided for us.  But in rural communities
we often seem low on public spending priorities.
Allocation of funds to policing, public transport, road
maintenance, schools and post offices all show
evidence of an increasing focus on major population
centres.  Even housing policy is skewed, with over-
development in Chester resulting in a planning
moratorium affecting us all. 

Our issues in Barrow may be insignificant compared to
the problems of many communities, but the evidence in
recent years suggests that rural communities need to
strive to retain their vitality and viability.  The theme

which emerges from our consultation is the wish to

preserve what we have: a settled, friendly and

relatively crime-free community in an attractive yet

fragile pastoral environment. Many of the action
plans set out in this document relate to intelligent
conservation of what we value in Barrow, while
recognising the need for some response to changing
social pressures. 

The preparation of the Parish Plan has already helped
us focus on what we value in our community.  Some of
the action plans identified here were already part of
Parish Council strategy, but all are now being worked
upon and significant progress has been made.  This
document is in effect a snapshot of community plans
and activity to meet the challenges we can see at a
point in time.  We should aim to continue to develop
our ideas as new challenges are identified. 



The Plan Process

Launch
The Barrow Parish Plan was launched at an open
meeting on 16 March 2005, at which a Steering Group
was formed to drive the process.  A group of about 40
residents indicated their willingness to participate in
focus groups, which would investigate areas of
importance to the community.

Questionnaire
A short questionnaire was delivered to every household
in the Parish and obtained a response rate of around
20%.  These replies provided a range of views on
issues of concern and confirmed the areas of parish life
about which respondents felt most strongly.  

Focus Groups
The Steering Group formed six focus groups from those
who had volunteered and asked each group to
investigate one of the following fields:

Housing 

Shop & Employment

Traffic & Transport

Facilities & Amenities

The Community

The Environment

After many meetings and expert consultations, draft
focus group reports were approved by the Steering
Group and the key issues and recommendations from
these reports were set out in a poster display held in
the Village Hall over the weekend 6-9 October 2006.

Validation
The display was an interactive process, designed to
seek validation of the focus group recommendations
and to obtain further understanding of residents’ views
on a range of options.  

The display was visited by a broad cross-section of the
Parish and it is estimated that around 30% of the adult
population attended on at least one occasion.  Focus
group members were present to answer queries and
many useful discussions were logged.  Thirteen
questionnaires were tabled to assess the degree of 

consensus
for the
principal
proposals,
to test
views on
listed options or to seek volunteers.  A total of 427
returns were received and provided valuable feedback.

The overall response was extremely positive.  Views 
on the various options presented covered a wide range
of opinion, but there was a strong consensus in favour
of the recommendations put forward, even in
contentious areas.

Draft Report
The information included in the poster display, together
with the extensive feedback received, was incorporated
into a draft Parish Plan which set out a number of
suggested action points for Barrow Parish Council and
others. The draft was approved by the Steering Group
and was then endorsed by Barrow Parish Council as an
expression of the community’s aspirations and a
framework for community action within the Parish.

Parish Plan
The Barrow Parish Plan is set out in the format of a
report from each of the six focus groups (although two
are amalgamated) and then sets out proposed action
plans and responsibilities in a summary table.  It is not
suggested that these proposals are novel – many have
been discussed or worked on over time – but they
represent a strong affirmation of the wishes of Barrow
residents and as such give reinforcement to those who
work for the betterment of the community.

Future
The Parish Plan should not be allowed to gather dust,
but should be reviewed and developed as
circumstances alter.  The Steering Group will remain in
existence to monitor the progress of the Action Plan
and to consider the need for its revision. 
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Barrow

Barrow is a rural parish lying within the Chester City
District of Cheshire and situated to the east of the City.
The Parish measures around 2.9 miles both north/south
and east/west.  Most of its settled areas lie on the
sandstone ridge rising above the sparsely populated
flood meadows of the river Gowy, which separate them
from Chester City and its adjoining suburbs.  The Parish
is bounded by the busy A51 and A56 and is therefore
very accessible, but apart from some use of local roads
as a ‘rat run’ it remains a quiet backwater to a
surprising extent. 

The principal population centres are the village of Great
Barrow, the housing and supported accommodation
adjoining the nearby Barrowmore Estate, the hamlet of
Little Barrow and the cluster of housing towards
Stamford Bridge.  The population of the Parish is
currently around 900, having peaked at over 1,000 after
the First World War.

Until the 1930s the Parish was almost entirely self-
supporting, with most residents working within a rural
economy centred on dairy farming and the cultivation of
early potatoes. With the development of industry and
commerce in local towns and cities and the
improvement of transport links, residents 

began to seek employment outside the Parish.  The
mechanisation and concentration of farming has greatly
reduced its local economic importance, but the pastoral
nature of the Parish remains its defining characteristic.
Other small villages in the vicinity have been the subject
of concentrated housing developments which have
radically altered their rural character.  The passionate
wish to avoid this fate is a theme which has run through
every element of local consultation in recent years.

While the change from an independent local community
to a part of the integrated local economy has impacted
on many aspects of Parish life, Barrow retains a church,
a primary school, public houses and a shop/post office,
which many feel represent key elements in the
continued health of a rural community.  The Parish also
retains a great deal of the social life which was once
typical of such places, with a thriving, refurbished
village hall used by a number of societies, and good
sporting facilities, including a football pitch, a cricket
field and a bowling green.

Although small, Barrow Parish retains a strong sense of
community and identity.  The vitality of this community   
was recognised in 2007 by our success in winning 
the Community Spirit award for Cheshire and as 
the Plan goes to print we are preparing for the 
national final of this award.
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Focus Group Reports

Housing Policy
This is perhaps the most contentious issue addressed
by the Parish Plan.  From the earliest public meetings,
through to questionnaires and consultation, it is the
issue which provokes the strongest reaction.  It lies near
the heart of other issues: the environment; facilities and
amenities; transport. 

The consultation process revealed two strands of
opinion:

• Some residents of Barrow oppose any development
whatsoever.  If their present housing needs are well 
suited and they have no family or friends in need of 
improved housing, then they will see change as 
more likely to be for the worse than not.  They have 
a number of local examples which support this 
view: rural villages or small towns altered out of 
recognition by large-scale housing developments 
which tend to swamp their culture and sense 
of continuity.

• Other residents accept a need for some limited new
housing: to provide affordable accommodation for 
young people and the elderly who already live in the 
area or for those whose families are outgrowing 
their present homes.  They also see the revitalising 
potential of some movement into the community.  
But they too are suspicious of the motives of 
developers and the planning authorities and 
oppose any large scale development.

It may be that some of those resisting change
underestimate the extent to which this community has
successfully changed and grown over recent years.
The consultation outcome suggests that this is the key:
sensible, progressive, organic growth allows a
community to adapt to necessary change; while sudden
or inappropriate expansion may fracture its sense of
identity and sharply reduce community involvement.

The draft focus group report set out the facts and
issues in a balanced way and encouraged a considered
response in this emotive area.  The outcome of
subsequent consultation was to establish support, with
reservations, for limited continuing change, but with a
substantial body remaining opposed to any Greenbelt
development.

1. Housing Facts & the 

Green Belt Issue

1.1 Housing Mix 2006

There are 417 dwellings in Barrow Parish, covering a
wide range of property types: 

Included in this total are 75 socially rented properties
(18% of the total).  This represents the highest
proportion of socially rented property of any parish in
the Chester Rural District.  

Concern has been expressed that past letting policies
have failed to favour local applicants.  The result of this
can be an influx of new residents, often from non-rural
areas, while leaving an unsatisfied local need for
socially rented property.  The justification for future
socially rented development should be based upon
defined, long-term need within the Parish, with priority
allocation to those resident in the Parish.

1.2 Recent Growth

The major growth in housing has been in the village of
Great Barrow, which now comprises 222 dwellings and
has experienced 45% growth (69 dwellings) over the
past 20 years, the balance of which has been
noticeably in favour of socially rented or affordable
properties: 

1.4%1.4%
5.0%

6.3%

18.3%

28.3%

39.3%

Distribution of Housing Types

Detached - 164 Converted/shared - 21

Semi-detached - 118 Commercial - 

Terraced - 76 Caravans/Temporary - 6

Flats - 26
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1.3 Green Belt

The planning policies in force at the time of writing
include a moratorium on new housing applications and
a presumption against building on the Green Belt, but in
both policies there is an exception for socially rented
and affordable homes. 

In late 2004 a planning application was made by the
Muir Homes housing association for a development of
socially rented homes on a Green Belt site.
Consultation with the community was belated and
confrontational.  Neither those proposing this scheme
nor the planning authorities appeared willing to address
the major source of the community opposition, which
was the choice of a Green Belt site with very poor
access. The Government-funded Housing Corporation
provided a grant for this development and has a stated
policy of preferring brownfield developments, but in this
case it applied no discernible pressure to counter the
developer’s preference for the cheaper greenfield
option.  The grant of consent to this application, against
substantial local objection, hardened opposition to
encroachment on the Green Belt and increased distrust
of the planning process.

The Parish Plan consultation process sought to obtain a
balanced approach to this subject and established that
a significant proportion of the community was willing to

contemplate a development on Green Belt land, but
only if for a balanced housing scheme which benefited
the Parish.  The effect of current planning policies,
together with land cost considerations, is actually to
favour encroachment on the Green Belt by low cost
developments.  An undesirable outcome is that such
developments can house young, lower-income families
in relatively inaccessible locations.

2. A Modest Growth Strategy

Despite the attractions of the status quo, the response
to consultation suggests that more than 80% of
respondents recognise and accept the arguments for a
modest level of housing growth.  There was acceptance
of the case for affordable homes for the elderly and the
young people of the community, but any development
should also cater for the needs of growing families.  A
very significant outcome of consultation was that more
than two thirds of respondents want to see a mix of
housing types in the future: current planning policies
are failing local families who have need of larger homes
and can see no prospect of being able to stay in the
community.

It should also be recognised that employment often
requires middle income families to be more
geographically mobile and that a shortage of
reasonably priced family homes constrains the healthy
movement of young families in and out of the
community.

3. Location Considerations

A number of brownfield sites in the Parish were
identified by the focus group for consideration for small-
scale development before greenfield sites are opened
up.  These were:

• Hulme Hall, Irons Lane

• Garage site to rear of Long Looms

• Garage site at corner of Irons Lane/The Avenue

• Land around Barrow Social Club, Irons Lane

• Old Café site, Lansdowne Road 

Responses to the poster display indicate mixed
enthusiasm for development of individual sites and the
case for putting these forward is to some extent driven
by their relative dereliction.

The Hulme Hall site in particular was seen as having
potential for a mixed housing development, including
some larger family homes.  It has however emerged
that the Barrowmore Estate wish to use the site for
development of ‘move-on’ accommodation for
vulnerable individuals being encouraged to cope with
the challenges of living independently.  Plans for this
development would create 14 flats and two bungalows
which would remain in the ownership of the Estate.  

2%

23%

18%

12%

6%

8%

Housing increase by type over the last 20 years

Social dwellings Semi-detached homes
for rent for purchase

Flats for purchase: Detached homes 
minimum age 55 for purchase

Terraced barn
conversions for purchase

Terraced affordable homes
for purchase
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This illustrates the difficulty inherent in the community
identifying sites which ‘should’ be the subject of
development in any particular form or timescale.
Depending upon prevailing planning attitudes,
applications may emerge which are influenced by the
ownership of the land or by the costs of acquisition and
development.  The ability to influence the detail of any
proposal can be very limited, particularly if the
application is opposed and succeeds on appeal.  This
raises the question of whether the community should
consider a more proactive role in actively canvassing
preferred sites and types of development, rather than
reacting to planning applications as they emerge.

The Parish Council should consider the merits of a
proactive approach to development, once planning
policies are relaxed.  A designated site might be
actively promoted for a development of mixed housing
types, on the clearly stated premise that this would
satisfy the growth needs of the Parish for a set period.
A negotiated development of this type could address
issues such as access, safety, drainage and
development gain in a positive way that is often lacking
in independent proposals.

4. Barrowmore Estate

The Barrowmore charity owns very substantial areas of
Green Belt and brownfield land adjacent to Great
Barrow and was the vendor of the Green Belt site for
which planning consent was recently granted to Muir
Homes, against considerable opposition.  

Discussions with Barrowmore failed at that time to
establish a clear view of its long-term strategy in
respect of its landholdings, but a more constructive
attitude has been displayed recently in talks relating to
the Hulme Hall proposals. The Barrowmore relationship
is considered further in the section on Community, but
there is a clear need to maintain dialogue and trust on
land planning issues.

5. Village Design Statement 

The Housing Policy considerations set out here are not
acceptable to the District Council as a Supplementary
Planning Document.  A key objective of this Parish Plan
is to set out reasons to discourage large new housing
developments, which would destroy the character of the
community and seriously damage the fragile local
environment.  To make these points in an acceptable
form, however, we need an objective and professional
assessment of the character of building in the
community and the quality of the Parish environment.
Such an assessment would be provided by a Village
Design Statement, associated with a Parish Landscape
Character Assessment.                   

It is recommended that the Parish Council seek funding
for the commission of a Design Statement to 

encompass a definition of the character of buildings in
the Parish and the vital importance of preservation of
landscape.  Much work contributing towards a Parish
Landscape Character Assessment is included under the
Environment headings of this Plan and proposals for
further work are set out there.  Once both pieces of
work are complete, a combined report can be put
forward for Supplementary Planning Document status.
This would have significant benefit in controlling
inappropriate development and could require proper
consideration of infrastructure issues (drainage,
flooding and road access). 

6. Barrow: A Vision Statement

The overall consensus of the views of the community on
housing policy, expressed through the series of
consultative processes, may be encapsulated in this
statement:

Barrow is a rural village with outlying settlements set within
a well-maintained environment of green fields and
woodland.  We wish to retain this essential character of 
the Parish.

This is not simply a selfish vision of those lucky enough to
live here.  It is important to society as a whole that we
value the character of rural life and the beauty of the
country, just as we should encourage the vibrancy and
quality of life in our towns and cities.  

If a major housing development is imposed on a small
rural community it does not give the new inhabitants the
benefits of rural life: much of that character will have been
lost in the process.  

Barrow is not a small country town with facilities capable
of acting as the hub of a larger community.  It is a rural
parish whose facilities would be swamped and whose
character would be destroyed by such a change.

Our vision of Barrow is of a community which maintains
much of its present character through a policy of very
modest growth, providing homes for those who grow up
here and some additional homes to allow movement for
growing families.

Housing Policy Actions
Parish Council:

• lodge this amended housing policy statement 
with the planning authorities  

• review and seek advice on the case for a 
proactive approach towards a small mixed 
housing development when planning policy 
permits

• continue a close dialogue with Barrowmore 
Estate with regard to its land use plans

• seek funding for and commission a Design 
Statement
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At the time that the Barrow
Parish Plan process was
launched, the future of the Post
Office and Stores was at risk.
The business had declined and
was no longer effective in
serving the needs of the
community as a whole, but
remained important to many
residents who lacked transport.
The owners had offered the
business for sale for almost 
four years but it was clear 
that offers based upon the
performance of the business 
did not match up to the
potential value of the building, 
if wholly converted to a
residence.  A change of use
application was imminent.

The Steering Group commissioned a focus group to act
as a task force with the immediate objective of avoiding
the closure of this important local facility.  A study of
options was carried out by the focus group and it
became apparent that the existing building remained
very much the preferred location for the business.
Investigation of village and community shops elsewhere
demonstrated that a much improved business
performance was possible.  The community is very
grateful to a local businessman, whose purchase of the
building allowed the Post Office and Stores to remain in
operation.

Iceland Foods provided vital management support in
handling the takeover and arranged a partial refit of the
premises. A wide range of volunteers helped keep the
shop and news-round going and steps were taken to
revive the range of stock and extend the appeal of a
business that had lost the support of many residents.
The return of customers and the widespread delight in
the new vigour of the business has confirmed the
importance of this facility as a centre of community life.

A live-in manageress has now been appointed and a
shop committee continues to act as a source of advice
and support to the management.  The success of the
venture requires continuation of the growth already
achieved through the provision of fresh and local
produce which is attractive for regular shoppers.

Retention of rural sub post offices is clearly desirable
and many of these underpin the finances of the shop in
which they are located.  The continuing removal of
government business from post offices must however
place in question the future of many.  Whether the
Barrow Post Office will survive long term remains to be
seen, but the shop is an extremely important contributor 

Post Office and Stores

to the vitality of the community and, with the continued
support of the community, is capable of a healthy future. 

The challenge in time may be to address whether the
community is prepared to take over responsibility for the
operating company, together with its rent, employment
and working capital responsibilities.  Such a venture
would attract grants and could generate profit for use in
various Parish activities.  Community shops thrive
elsewhere, but often in more isolated communities.  It
remains to be seen whether the support already
displayed for our shop can evolve further.

Post Office & Stores Actions
Shop Committee:

• continue to support the manager and liaise 
with the owner

• seek continued community support for both 
shop and Post Office
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Traffic and Transport
There are concerns about road safety in the parish. The
B5132 is a busy through route and Barrow Lane/Heath
Lane/Lampits Lane is now widely used as a ‘rat run’.
Farm vehicles and HGVs present additional risks and
the speed of through traffic is often excessive.  Kerb
parking is increasing and reduces visibility.

Increased car ownership affects pedestrian safety, kerb
congestion and road wear.  It also impacts upon the
economics of public transport. Although current
patterns of car usage may not be sustainable in the
long term, it seems that for the present we can only
address these adverse effects and seek partial
solutions.  In most cases the solutions require local
government approval and funding.

Our ability as a Parish to influence local government
resource allocation depends upon sustained support
for only a few priority issues.  The outcome of the focus
group report and poster display consultation therefore
limits proposals to those which seem most important.  

It is acknowledged that the Parish Council has worked
to progress a number of these issues over the years
and has encountered frequent frustration due to
budgetary constraints and other factors.  These are
therefore not necessarily new ideas, but it is hoped that
the expression of public support within the Parish Plan
process will assist the Parish Council in making its case
in future. 

1. Footways

1.1 Route to Stamford Bridge

The lack of a continuous footway to Stamford Bridge
represents a serious pedestrian hazard.  This route links
Great Barrow to the Stamford Bridge pub, the Milton
Brook and Lansdowne Road areas and to bus services
on the A51.  It is a busy road, with blind bends and
often provides the pedestrian, sometimes with a
pushchair, no opportunity to step out of the road.  

The focus group identified that the elevated footway
known as the Promenade, which runs alongside part of
the B5132 between Great Barrow and Stamford Bridge,
was in a very bad condition.  It is welcome news that
the County Council now has firm plans for a
sympathetic refurbishment. The group recommended
that steps also be taken to extend a permanent footway
as far as Stamford
Bridge.  It is
acknowledged that this
proposal requires
acquisition of land or
access rights and is
therefore neither cheap
nor easy to implement.
It is however understood
that recent informal
discussions with a
landowner were
encouraging.

1.2 Lampits Lane to Hawkins View

The failure to provide a footway on the short link
between these roads requires pedestrians to step into
the path of through traffic.  This is a serious safety
oversight which should now be rectified.

1.3 Heath Lane

The properties accessing onto Heath Lane have no
footway to the centre of the Village, and popular public
footpaths also link across a length of the lane.  This is a
busy and narrow road which represents a real
pedestrian hazard, particularly at night and at the corner
opposite Barrowmore Lodge. A process of consultation
and professional assessment is needed to identify a
solution for this problem.

2. Roads

2.1  General Roads Maintenance

A number of roads in the parish have been extensively
patched over the years and now require proper repair.
These represent an unsafe surface for traffic and
pedestrians.  The County Council is frequently pressed
by the Parish Council to prioritise various parish issues
in its maintenance programme and recent discussions

The ‘Promenade’ Nowhere to run?
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have resulted in a number of proposed actions. The
Parish Council should continue to press for proper
repair of badly patched surfaces in the parish.

2.2 Ferma Lane/Top Lane

‘Top Lane’ forms part of the road system serving
Greysfield residential home and the Greenfields estate.
Ferma Lane is an adopted highway up to the Greysfield
entrance but Top Lane is not, and is in a poor state of
repair. Visibility is restricted at the junction of the two
lanes and at the Greenfields entrance. A requirement to
bring that part of Top Lane extending to the Greenfields
entrance up to public roadway standard ought to have
formed part of the original Greenfields development
consent. It is recommended that the practicalities of
remedying the situation should again be explored with
the local authority.

The extent of farm mud and slurry deposited on this
road is at times unreasonable.  The Parish Council
should seek a solution for this problem.

3. Parking

3.1 Long Looms

Due to the absence of driveways, residents park on the
grass verges and drive across the kerbs.  This is
unsafe, unsightly and could damage underground
services.  A preferred parking scheme to resolve part of
the problem has been approved by residents, but has

for some time been delayed by budget constraints.  The
Housing Association has now advised that it is able to
fund part of the scheme and the Parish Council is to
seek additional sources of funds to complete the works.
Further schemes are under consideration 
to provide acceptable parking for all of 
these properties.

3.2 Lampits Lane

Some residents park on the grass verges and drive
across the kerbs.  This is unsafe, unsightly and could
damage services.  Residents should be encouraged to
park within the boundaries of their property and, 
if necessary, lowered kerbs and additional drive access
should be provided.

3.3 Playing Field

Parking on the B5132 and adjoining roads by users of
the playing field, particularly during football matches,
causes traffic congestion.  It is acknowledged that this
does decrease the speed of through traffic, but there
are increased pedestrian hazards.  The need for
parking by users of the playing field is a long-term issue
which should be addressed.

3.4 Main Street

Most properties lack driveways and parking congestion
is increased by users of the shop and the White Horse.
This frequently presents a pedestrian and traffic hazard,

Main Street congestion
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as well as looking unattractive.  It may affect the future
financial viability of the shop if reasonably convenient
customer parking cannot be made available. 

A solution to village centre and playing field parking
needs could be devised (subject to funding) if access
to part of the Nursery Field could be obtained.  Efforts
to negotiate with the owner of the field have so far been
unsuccessful.

4. B5132

4.1 Speed

A number of attempts have been made to curb speeds
of through traffic.  Suggestions for traffic calming have
received a mixed reception from residents and so
measures to give greater emphasis to the speed limit
seem the best option.  The option of a speed
monitoring display is to be pursued and the use of
radar guns by volunteers and the Police remains a
possibility.

4.2 HGV Traffic

The use of rural lanes by very large agriculture-related
vehicles may be unavoidable but there are substantial
numbers of HGVs using unsuitable parish roads as a
short-cut and this practice may now be exacerbated by
the use of sat-nav systems.  The Parish Council should
continue to press for the imposition of a 7.5 tonne limit
on roads in the Parish for any vehicles not involved in
agriculture.

4.3 Pedestrian Crossing

An extremely well-supported proposal is for the
installation of a pedestrian crossing on the B5132 for
the benefit of schoolchildren and their parents.  This
would also benefit older residents walking to the village
centre from Greysfield and Greenfields.  A crossing

could also be useful
in reducing the
speed of through
traffic. 

The optimum
positioning of a
crossing requires
careful design and
might be
considered in the
context of a
redesign of traffic
flows in Main Street.
Sight lines on the
exit from Main Street

onto the B5132 are restricted and redesign of the exit to
accommodate a pavement for the crossing could help
resolve this problem.  The high sandstone wall
surrounding part of the Nursery Field would be affected
by any such proposals.

5. Public Transport

The replacement of a direct bus link to Chester by a
feeder service to Tarvin has been seen as another
abandonment of small communities.  It could be
argued that a well-used service would not have been
withdrawn, but this ignore the needs of the few who
lack their own transport.

The whole public transport debate may come round
again, as green concerns mount, but for the present it
seems likely that organised self-help schemes are
needed for those with particular transport problems.  A
mini-bus has recently been donated to the Parish
Council and this will be of great benefit to the school
and to a range of local organisations.  Community
support is needed to provide drivers and long-term
funding for this resource.  Other schemes such as
prescription medicine and grocery delivery should be
considered.  Interested residents should be invited to
contribute to a transport group, set up to explore the
options.

Traffic & Transport Actions
Parish Council should:

• press for completion of Promenade 
refurbishment and extension of a footway to 
Stamford Bridge

• request urgent action to install link footway 
between Hawkins View and Lampits Lane

• initiate review of case for footway on Heath 
Lane and take action as necessary

• continue to press for proper repair of patched 
roads

• review options for upgrade of Top Lane and 
seek solution to excessive deposit of mud

• progress funding for Long Looms parking 
scheme

• consider options for off-road parking on 
Lampits Lane and take action as necessary

• maintain watching brief on Nursery Field 
acquisition and consider a new approach 
when potentially related new schemes 
take shape

• address control of speeding on B5132 and 
seek further measures as required 

• press for HGV limit on B5132

• seek advice on the practicability of a 
pedestrian crossing and improvements in 
Main Street egress and press for action

• discuss with Parish Plan Steering Group the 
best means to initiate a review of local 
transport and delivery needs

Playing Field parking
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Two focus groups worked up proposals within this area:
one looked at features of Parish life that seemed
important to a sense of community and the other
reviewed the provision of facilities and amenities.
Inevitably there was a great deal of overlap and it
seems sensible to combine their conclusions, together
with the feedback from consultation.

1. Communications

Communications are the key to a sense of involvement
in a community:

• They give a feeling of community identity and 
promote awareness of the vitality within 
the community.

• They allow new proposals to be explained and give 
an opportunity for feed-back and involvement, thus 
avoiding development of hostility through a 
misunderstanding of what is going on.

• They encourage involvement in the community 
through participation in activities.

• They can promote local enterprises.

• They allow those with problems to become aware 
of sources of help and advice.

The focus group reviewed existing and potential new
channels of communication.

1.1 Notice Boards

The existing notice boards were useful, but not ideally
situated.  The Parish Council has agreed to erect notice
boards outside Barrow Stores, at Little Barrow, on Irons
Lane and near Stamford Bridge. 

1.2 Welcome Brochure

The Welcome Brochure issued to new residents is an
excellent source of information and may be revised
when the Parish Plan is complete.  It should be made
available on the Barrow Website and updated regularly.

1.3 Barrow News

This church publication was received by about 60% of
households and was subject to a nominal subscription
charge.  It contains useful community information and
will remain an important means of communication to
those who do not use computers.  We are grateful that
St Bartholomew’s PCC agreed to the focus group
proposal to make Barrow News a free community
publication distributed to all households, with financial
support from voluntary contributions and sponsorship.
Although it remains a church publication, it is hoped
that through distribution to the whole community there
can be an increase in the provision of local information,
possibly including an improved explanation of important
Parish Council issues.

1.4 Barrow Website

Experience elsewhere has shown that a website can be
the single most important tool in maintaining awareness
of community identity.

The Barrow Website would have a great deal of
information for residents and visitors and would include
links to a range of useful topics and information sites:  

• News and information on subjects of topical interest
would be regularly updated.

• Forthcoming events could be advertised and 
bookings made. 

• A ‘notice board’ might allow residents to pose 
questions, state views or ask for help.

Community & Facilities
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• Information on walks and village facilities could 
attract visitors, to the benefit of local businesses.

• Details and events of Barrow organisations would 
be kept updated and might attract new 
membership. 

• Local businesses could have links to their own sites
or advertise their services on the Barrow Website.

• Parish Council Minutes, the Welcome Pack and 
Barrow News could be made available 
electronically.

A very effective website has been viewed in action and
could be adapted for our purposes at a relatively
modest cost.  A group of people is needed to work with
the designer in establishing the features we want.  This
group could also form an editorial panel to review the
operation of the website.

2. Community Safety

There is a national perception of an increased threat of
crime and this is addressed by the media, and
occasionally by politicians, in a fairly lurid way.  In fact
Barrow itself has relatively little experience of serious
crime, but is vexed by vandalism and nuisance.
Although this is seen by the police as minor in the
context of problems elsewhere, its mindless nature
makes it disproportionately intimidating, especially to
the elderly. 

The focus group reviewed crime statistics and individual
incidents, carried out detailed discussions with the
Police at several levels, and considered self-help
options available to the parish.

2.1 Policing

It was apparent that the majority of criminal damage
incidents reported to the Police received a crime
number but little else.  After an earlier fanfare from the
Chief Constable on the introduction of a dedicated
force of community police, the provision of officers has
been progressively slashed to the point where a visible
presence or the cultivation of relationships with young
people is simply not possible.

The pressures on the Police arising from major crime
and terrorism concerns are well understood and these
inevitably capture ever greater proportions of a limited
resource.  The Police continue to mount occasional,
well-publicised campaigns to demonstrate a continued
commitment to local policing, but there is obviously an
undeclared strategy to transfer routine rural
responsibilities to Community Support Officers (CSOs) -
effectively two-tier policing.

Barrow was invited to consider funding a CSO at an
annual cost of £11,000, but the Parish Council took the
view that a rural community should not be called upon
to fund policing already paid for in Council Taxes.  If

central funding of a force of CSOs does not evolve, it
may be necessary to review this decision.  

In the meantime, the focus group concluded that the
incidents of vandalism and nuisance experienced in the
parish are unlikely to be resolved by police intervention
in the long-term and that the community should
address the issues of boredom and alienation that may
contribute to such behaviour.

3. Youth

3.1 Youth Club

The Youth Club was successfully reconstituted in 2006
and has a membership of around 35 in the 8-16 age
range.  Meetings are held every Wednesday evening in
the playing field pavilion, which provides a good focal
point for indoor and outdoor activities, and there is a
programme of trips out.

The success of the Club means that it is outgrowing this
building, particularly in poor weather, and it has been
agreed that the Village Hall will house the Club during
the winter months.  This facility is also not ideal and is
fairly heavily used in winter evenings.

The accommodation for the Youth Club needs to be
reviewed.  A new hall at the School may be in prospect



in the near future and, if acceptable arrangements can
be made for security and safety, might provide an
excellent base.  If this is not an option, an extension to
the playing field pavilion may become an urgent priority.

Although funds have been found to cover costs to date,
there is a need for continued and increased local
support if the Club is to maintain or extend its activities.
While enthusiastic volunteers have achieved a great
deal, this places a strain on a small group of people.
More volunteers would be welcome and greater
parental involvement in club activities is needed.

It is clear that the Youth Club and other activities for
children are successful up to the pre-teen stage, but
are often unable to engage or retain the attention of
older children.  It is at this stage that some of these
children become disruptive and occasionally rather 
anti-social.  This led the focus groups to review the
adequacy of games facilities and to consider new
facilities which might help relieve boredom.

3.2 Games Facilities

Barrow has some excellent team games facilities
(football, cricket and bowling) but the playing field is not
designed to provide scope for very small groups and
some older children are resistant to team games or
anything which they see as organising.  

The excellent children’s play area is not designed to
provide scope for teenagers to let off steam and there
has been little evidence of enthusiasm for an older
version (rope slides, etc).

It was concluded that consideration should be given to
provision of all-weather facilities which would allow
individuals or small groups of older children to use their
energy and imagination: 

• A hard surface suitable for ball games

• A wall against which football and racquet games 
can be played by small numbers

• A series of low-risk skate or bicycle jumps 

Although there may be objections to such facilities on
grounds of safety, noise or the risk of attracting children
from other communities, there was strong support from
the consultative process for the provision of such
facilities, with particular support expressed for a MUGA
(multi-use games area).  A MUGA would consist of a
fenced, hard-surface play area with a high wall at one
or both ends.  It is recommended that the Playing Field
Foundation give consideration to the funding and site
options for such a facility.

There may also be a need to review the case for a
covered shelter near such a facility.  There will inevitably
be concerns about illicit activities and the case may be
finely balanced. 

It is also noted that Barrowmore Estate has plans to
create an all-weather area which might be made
available for use by other organisations.  It is unlikely
that this would be suitable for unsupervised use by
youngsters.
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4. Playing Fields

In the course of the assessment of existing facilities on
the playing fields, the focus group recognised that the
use of the playing fields for organised adult football
matches had raised issues as to noise, foul language,
maintenance cost and parking.  Steps had been taken
to address the noise and language issues and it was
accepted that the maintenance cost would not
disappear if the use as a football pitch was
discontinued.  On balance, the group felt that continued
use of the fields for organised football should continue,
although the links with the community of the two teams
involved were now slight. If new facilities, such as a
MUGA, are to be located on the playing fields then this
view may have to be reconsidered.  

5. Village Activities

The Parish has a wide range of clubs and societies, 
has excellent meeting rooms and some good sports
facilities. The church provides a valuable focus for
worship and a range of activities, while the School and
the pubs provide welcome meeting points.

The community has also supported a number of 
events which are open to all: Village Fete, Harvest
Supper, Summer Ball, Fireworks Night and occasional
one-off events.

The focus group believes these ‘open to all’ events play
a vital part in maintaining community identity.  The
cooperation and drawing together involved in their
organisation maintains important bonds and a
successful community event leaves everyone feeling
good about the health of the community.

A great deal of work is involved in such events and it
may sometimes seem that a few volunteers bear most
of the burden.  This has in the past led to ‘volunteer
fatigue’ and then the continuity of the event can be at
risk.  There is a need to widen the circle of those willing
to assist in community activities, and thereby reduce
the burden on individuals.  The Parish Council should
consult with the church and other groups which
sponsor village activities, with a view to enlisting wider
support and involvement.  This might involve the
creation of a group to review community activities on a
longer timescale, with involvement being perhaps
assisted by use of the website.

6. Village Amenities

Barrow has excellent facilities in the Village Hall and in
the Church Millennium Rooms. The Millennium Rooms
are lightly used and the Church has made it clear that,
while not wishing to compete with the Village Hall, it is
prepared to make the Rooms available to suitable uses
when required. The Village Hall has become a great
asset since its refurbishment in 2000, but is also lightly
used during the day and at holidays.

A new hall is proposed for the School and while this
would be a welcome facility, it might then become a
preferred location for the Youth Club, Playgroup and
Mums & Tots, with a significant reduction in daytime use
of the Village Hall. This could present an opportunity to
use the Village Hall in different ways.  A drop-in coffee
area, with a serving machine serviced from Barrow
Stores, could be a very attractive facility with particular
benefits to older residents.  Ramblers and others might
order ahead for sandwiches, providing useful revenue.  

The Village Hall
trustees are
encouraged to
consider this and
other possible uses
of spare capacity at
the Village Hall
(library, information
point, IT desk), once
plans for the School
have been resolved.
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7. The Elderly

No single new proposal emerged to assist this large
and sometimes vulnerable group but a number of
existing and proposed initiatives are helpful.

The Lunch Club, the Evergreens and the Wednesday
coffee morning are all good focal points.  

The Ashworth TimeBank is now extended to Barrow and
could be a valuable source of help with small jobs and
support during convalescence.  This initiative may need
further publicity.

The proposed Barrow Website would provide
information on services and support availability and
would have a ‘notice board’ on which requests for help
or advice could be entered.  It is recognised that the
elderly might need assistance to access the website.

8. Barrowmore

8.1 Barrowmore Enterprise Park

This use of old hospital buildings has expanded in
recent years, from being primarily a series of storage
locations, to become a vibrant set of office, light
manufacturing and sales units.  These include joinery,
furniture production, wrought ironwork, bike
customisation, sign production, catering cuisine, a 

chocolatier, a clock smith, an artist workshop, a model
train enthusiasts’ club and a training centre.  There is
scope for further development of business.

Barrow should investigate the scope for employment
and other possible mutual benefits these new activities
present.  A Barrow Website would provide scope for
advertising and give links to individual business
websites.  Most importantly we should value the
opportunity to present Barrow as a place to work as
well as a place to live.

8.2 Barrowmore Estate

This charity provides support to vulnerable people and
has been part of the Parish for many years.  The closure
of the Barrowmore Industries woodworking business
was a severe blow to some of these people and,
although financial pressures were rumoured, came as a
surprise to the community. 

The closure of Barrowmore Industries and the Muir
Homes planning issue both demonstrated an
unsatisfactory level of communication with the
Barrowmore Estate.  It is vital that a good long-term
working relationship be established with Barrowmore.  It
is accepted that the charity has a fiduciary duty to
optimise the use of its assets, but there must be
recognition of its interdependence with the community
and the need to proceed in a relationship of trust.  

The recent planning proposal for development of the
Hulme Hall site for move-on accommodation was
handled more sympathetically by the Estate
management and there are hopes that the Parish
Council, as the key focus, will be able to build on this
improvement in the relationship.  The Hulme Hall
proposal would increase the numbers of able-bodied
and possibly underemployed residents at Barrowmore
and may provide an increased challenge to the
community to improve its involvement with the charity.
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Community & Facilities Actions

1. Parish Council:

• develop improved communications through 
installation of notice boards and establishing a
group to commission and operate a website

• maintain a dialogue with the Police to obtain 
meaningful community policing

• keep under consideration the possible 
acquisition of rights on the Nursery Field

• seek coordination of village activities planning 
and wider community involvement

• establish links with tenants on the Barrowmore 
Enterprise Park and seek synergies with the 
community 

• continue efforts to improve relations with the 
management of the Barrowmore Estate and 
seek improved interaction with the community

2. Playing Field Foundation:

• seek funding for pavilion extension if the
youth club is unable to use a school hall

• develop options for a MUGA and other games 
facilities and seek funding

• review options for use of the playing field, 
depending upon new use proposals

3. Village Hall Trustees:

• develop thinking for use of spare capacity in 
the Village Hall both now and if affected by 
new school facilities

4. Church:

• update Welcome Brochure and incorporate in
a website when available

• seek to extend the usefulness of Barrow News
as a community communication medium
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Environment
The task of addressing an issue titled ‘Environment’ is
almost impossible.  The subject ranges from matters of
fine local detail, through to truly global issues.  The
focus group concluded that its work had to be
restricted to the immediate environment of the Parish,
but even so the breadth of the topic and the scope for
further work is daunting.

A large number of action points are identified and
responsibility is often attributed to the Parish Council. In
practice the intention is to identify areas for further work
and the Parish Council is identified as the appropriate
body to direct such work.

As has been pointed out in other sections of the Plan,
the landscape and environment of Barrow is vital to this
community.  The environment report summarised here
will therefore be printed in full and made available to
interested residents and on request. 

1. Landscape and Countryside

The countryside landscape of the Parish comprises the
Gowy Valley and Barrow Hill and the plains to the north
and south.  Its limited built-up areas are surrounded by
a rural countryside of fields, hedges and streams.  The
whole Parish, but for a very small inset area at
Barrowmore House and the nearby light industrial units,
is designated as Green Belt and within the Green Belt
some areas are designated as being of special natural
history significance.  The purpose of Green Belt 

designation is to prevent urban sprawl into the
countryside round a city and avoid the joining up of
settlements.  As a result various planning controls or
recommendations apply and future development should
not permit the encroachment of new buildings which
would damage the attractive countryside and the
special character of its communities.

Biodiversity audits should be conducted, in conjunction
with specialist bodies, to determine a basis for ensuring
that present and future developments and management
enhance the landscape, the flora and wildlife and their
habitats.  All development should aim to protect and
enhance the visual aspects of the Parish and its skyline,
both within the Parish and when viewed from the
outside.  A substantial number of trees have
preservation orders and trees and hedgerows should
be conserved and further planting undertaken to enrich
the environment and its wildlife habitats and to screen
unsightly buildings.  The natural rock exposures at the
side of many roads and the sandstone walls together
with the ponds and watercourses are features of the
parish and they too are havens for wildlife and flora.
Roadside verges in the countryside and in built up
areas are important both for their appearance and for
the protection of wildlife and flora and parishioners
should be encouraged to manage their properties and
gardens to the benefit of wildlife.  Steps should be
taken to clear up ‘black spots’ which damage or deface
the environment through improper or inappropriate use.
Where diversification of current usage becomes
necessary, consequent development must only be
allowed if it does not damage the countryside and its
general character.
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2. Conservation Areas and Areas of
Historic Importance

Two Conservation Areas already exist in Great Barrow
and Little Barrow.  The Parish would benefit from the
addition of Barrowmore Estate as a Conservation Area
to add to its protection from inappropriate development.
It should also be added to the Chester City Council list
of Historic Parks and Gardens.

Church Lane is listed in the Cheshire County Council
Historical Environment Records.  It should be
maintained in good condition and made accessible as
part of a footpath network.

3. Access to the Countryside

A good network of footpaths exists, well used by
residents and visitors and these are public rights of way.
Unrestricted access should be maintained with stiles,
signs and gates kept in a good state of repair with the
help of the Cheshire County Council.  Seats could be
installed as resting places especially at view points.
Where there are gaps in the footpath network,
permission of landowners should be sought for the
creation of permissive paths.  There are no scheduled
bridle ways at present and off-road riding facilities
should be explored to reduce the need for horse riders
to use the dangerous highways and to reduce the
erosion of footways and the dangers to walkers on
them.  Encouragement should be given to landowners
for the creation of permissive bridle ways avoiding
possible danger or inconvenience to walkers.

4. Agricultural Practices

The problems for farmers in adopting new policies and
in earning their living from the land are acknowledged
and they should be supported and encouraged in their
care of the environment through the new government
grant systems and the linked regulations: the Single
Payment Scheme, Cross Compliance and
Environmental Stewardship.  Any nuisance created by
practices such as disposal of waste materials and
environmental pollution should be controlled through a
close and effective relationship with the Local Authority
and Government agencies.  Farmers should be
supported in any diversification they seek if it is
appropriate to a rural parish in the Green Belt and
compatible with conservation of the environment.

5. Damage to the Environment

The environment is damaged by littering, fly tipping and
dog fouling.  Parishioners should be encouraged to
recycle as much waste as possible under the
arrangements of the Chester City Council.

There are inadequate drainage and sewage systems
which result in frequent flooding and fouling of both
public and private land.

Environment Action Items

1. Planning Applications

The District Council when considering proposed
developments and requests for grant aid should
rigorously apply their documented statements on
development in the Green Belt, taking full note of the
prominence of Barrow Hill in the Cheshire Landscape
and the significance of its skyline when viewed from a
distance and of the need to maintain the integrity of the
Gowy Valley and areas designated by them as being of
special significance for wildlife.  The Parish Council
should also be fully aware of these matters when
planning applications come before them.

2. Parish Council Actions

There follow a long list of items which are either
recommended actions for the Parish Council, or strong
suggestions that certain considerations should be
borne in mind by the Parish Council in discharge of its
processes.  It is acknowledged that the only practical
means to progress these items effectively is for the
Parish Council to harness the skills and resources of
residents to promote further work and to be an ongoing
source of advice to it.  This could be achieved through
the appointment of a permanent sub-committee which
would liaise with those bodies and individuals interested
in working on environmental issues.  It is likely that a
new Environment Group/Society could be formed to
coordinate interest and activities.   

It is therefore recommended that the Parish Council
should work with those interested in forming an
Environmental Group, with a view to establishing terms
of reference for its support in discharging the Parish
Council responsibilities in environmental matters,
whether through an Environment Sub-Committee or
otherwise.  Existing Societies, such as the Barrow Tree
Society and the Footpaths Sub-committee of the Parish
Council should be invited to coordinate their work within
such a structure.  
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The full list of items for consideration by the Parish
Council, either directly or through other bodies, is set
out in the Action Plan Summary and is also summarised
below:

2.1 Landscape & General Environment

• devise management plans to deal with ‘black 
spots’ in the environment which would include such
sites as the belt of trees alongside the top end of 
Ferma Lane,

• consider having an assessment made of the 
important avenues of landscape within the built up 
areas and create a plan to maintain and enhance 
those of merit,

• note the significance of the landscape of Barrow as 
an attraction to visitors and tourists and its relation 
to other economic benefits,

• encourage parishioners to appreciate the 
importance of the integrity of Barrow’s special 
landscape,

• with the assistance of specialist bodies, instigate
the production of a Biodiversity Audit of the Parish,

• consider the preparation of a plan to identify 
significant trees in the Parish and whether those not 
covered by a Tree Preservation Order should be put 
forward for such,

• ensure, through Chester District Council, that trees 
that have preservation orders, such as those in the 
spinney above Long Looms, are adequately 
protected from damage and are replaced with 
appropriate species when they are dead or dying,

• consider the preparation of a plan of where it would 
be desirable for further planting and maintenance of 
trees to take place,

• approach landowners where there are trees or 
woodlands that appear to be deteriorating, such as 
at the Mill Wood near the bottom of Mill Lane, and 
discuss whether there might be actions which 
would halt the decline,

• further a proposal that the grounds of Barrowmore 
Estate are designated as a Historic Park,

• consider improving the eroded areas of grass verge 
at the junction of Lampits Lane and the B5132 and 
at other locations with similar problems,

• consider the possibility of improving the frequency 
and effectiveness of grass cutting of the verges,

• disseminate information about the illegality of 
digging up or picking wild flowers,

• consider the development and management of 
wildflower meadows as begun on Barrowmore 
Estate.

2.2 Public Rights of Way and Access to the
Countryside

• the Footpath Sub-Committee should notify the 
County Council of any footpath furniture which is in 
disrepair and of any obstructions to the Right of Way,

• where public footpaths are eradicated or made 
impassable as a result of use by agricultural 
vehicles or have become overgrown, the Parish 
Council should take such action as they can to 
ensure the repair by referring it to the County 
Council,

• the Parish Council with attention to Rights of Way 
Improvement Policy (ROWIP), and CCC policies 
should initiate discussion with landowners and then, 
with advice from its Footpath Sub-Committee, seek 
the creation of new public rights of way and 
permissive footpaths where there are gaps in the 
footpath systems, where routes to view points 
would be appropriate and where they would not 
interfere with farming and other land usage,

• identify places on the public footpaths where seats
for walkers could be placed (especially for elderly 
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and disabled).  The Parish Council should work 
towards the provision of this facility seeking grants 
wherever they are available,

• take note of the historic stiles and act to ensure that
they are adequately conserved.  The County 
Council should be consulted with a view to some 
form of listing.

2.3 Horse Riding

• explore the provision of off-road riding facilities,

• establish with the County Council what are the 
current restrictions and bye-laws relating to horse 
riding on verges and footways.  They should then 
ask the Equestrian Centres to ensure that their 
clients are aware of these restrictions,

• in discussion with the riding community seek to 
identify routes which would be suitable for riding 
and invite landowners to create them as permissive
bridleways,

• provide information on where grants may be sought 
for the construction of fences, gates and signing.  
Where land is crossed by footpaths and therefore 
may be shared by pedestrians and horse riders, the
routes should be constructed in such a way that (a)
the surfaces are not damaged so that they are 
unusable as footpaths and (b) the riders and 
walkers are not a danger to one another.

2.4 Agricultural Policies

• inform parishioners that any concern over pollution
and nuisance arising from agricultural practices 
should be reported to the Parish Council who will 
refer Local Government and National Government 
agencies to such matters appropriately,

• take careful account when considering matters of 
diversification coming before them of increase of 
traffic, appropriate car parking, local employment 
and the effect on the natural environment,

• create a forum through which farmers, if they 
wished, could advertise the changes they are 
making to comply with stewardship and the 
difficulties they experience, and enable parishioners
to learn more about agriculture and its needs in 
the 21st century.

2.5 Conservation Areas

• seek through the Chester City Council the 
extension of the Conservation Area of Great Barrow 
to cover the Barrowmore Estate,

• ensure as landowners of Church Lane, which is on 
the Cheshire County Council Environment Record, 
the future maintenance and protection of the lane,

• seek the maintenance of the sandstone walls both 
within and outside the conservation area, 

encouraging owners to repair them and pay 
particular attention to walls when planning 
applications are considered,

• ensure that the owners of Listed Buildings are 
aware of regulations when any alterations or 
constructions are to be undertaken and that owners 
of land are aware of the regulations about the felling 
and lopping of trees within a conservation area.

2.6 The Rural Village

• seek the provision by the District Council of 
separate bins for litter and dog fouling, where 
appropriate, and make available receptacles for 
dog waste at locations in the Parish,

• ask the Cheshire County Council if surveillance 
could be improved at persistent fly-tipping sites and 
advertise to parishioners what to do and who to 
contact if they see fly-tipping occurring,

• develop a plan to manage fly-tipping and litter, 
perhaps with the help of volunteers and the 
lengthsman and keep enforcing the plan.  Regularly 
review terms and conditions of the lengthsman to 
ensure current and future employment,

• encourage young persons to deal with litter 
responsibly and contact Barrow School and local 
secondary schools to promote this in their pupils’ 
education – it is noted that two children at the 
school act as recycling officers,

• increase the number of times that skips are 
provided each year,

• take note that the problem of noise should be a 
major factor in any response made to proposals for 
the construction of new roads and in considering 
new developments related to social functions and 
entertainments,

• reassess the sewage and drainage systems 
throughout the Parish,

• raise awareness of parishioners to the value of the 
Best Kept Village Competition as a means of 
encouraging them to become more involved,

• seek through the Environment Agency the 
continued improvement of the watercourse 
upstream of Barrow Mill and monitor the situation 
on a regular basis, and remind landowners of their 
legal responsibilities with regard to upkeep 
of watercourses.



Housing Policy

Issue

Need to provide City
Council with updated
Housing Policy
Statement

Consider case for
proactive policy on 
new housing

Maintain close
relationship with
Barrowmore Estate

Seek improved
influence on planning
issues 

Action

Parish Council to
lodge revised
Policy Statement with
Forward Planning

1.Establish the extent
of need and identify
potential sites

2. Discuss with City
Council planners and
initiate consultation
with residents  

Continue improved
dialogue

Commission Village
Design Statement and
seek adoption as
Supplementary
Planning Document

Time-scale

Immediate

3 months

Ongoing

Ongoing

18 months

Lead 

Parish
Council

Project
Renew
Group *

Project
Renew
Group *

Parish
Council
(AF,EJ,BT)

Village
Design
Group

Partners

------

City Council,
landowners,
developer,residents

Barrowmore Estate

County Council, City
Council

* Project Renew is a working title for a review of a number of possibly linked objectives that would require use of land
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Action Plan Summary

The charts which follow give more detail to the actions
proposed at the end of each Focus Group Report,
indicate a lead responsibility and a time frame for each
action, and suggest other parties which might be
involved in the process.

It is emphasised that the actions listed should be read
in the context of the Focus Group Report from which
they are drawn.  

Lead Responsibility

In many cases the Parish Council is identified as having
the lead responsibility.  Sometimes this is simply an
accurate statement of the statutory position (as in the
Traffic & Transport actions) while in other cases it seems
sensible that the elected Council takes the lead.  It is
expected that the Parish Council will co-opt groups to
assist it in tackling this wide range of actions.  These
might be formal sub-committees or advisory groups, as
seems applicable in each case.  

Time Frame

The suggested time frame reflects the extent of work 
or outside involvement required in an action, but it is
proposed in each case that work should start without
undue delay. 

Others Involved

These are suggestions only and are not intended to
limit participation.

Steering Group

The Parish Plan Steering Group wishes to assist in this
process in any way it can and would welcome an
ongoing dialogue with the Parish Council.  The Steering
Group will remain in existence and will monitor progress
on the Action Plan.
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Post Office & Stores

Issue

Maintain viability of
shop

Seek continued
community support

Action

Support manager and
liaise with owner

Publicise importance
of retaining the facility
and the attractions of
the produce

Time-scale

Ongoing

Ongoing

Lead 

Shop
Committee

Shop
Committee

Partners

Manager, owner

Manager, Barrow
News, website

Traffic & Transport

Issue

Risk to pedestrians
between village and
Stamford Bridge

Risk to pedestrians at
Hawkins View

Risk to pedestrians on
Heath Lane

Dangerous road
surfaces

Poor surface on Top
Lane

Slurry on Top Lane

Action

1. Press County
Council to complete
Promenade
refurbishment as
agreed

2. Establish extended
footway to Stamford
Bridge

Press for footway link
between Hawkins View
and Lampits Lane

Press for 20mph
speed limit, consider
other options

Press for resurfacing
of Village Road

Discuss funding of
improvement with
County Council

Discuss with farmers

Time-scale

6 months

12 months

6 months

6 months

18 months

6 months

6 months

Lead 

EJ

Parish
Council
Footpath
Committee

EJ

Parish
Council

EJ

EJ

PD

Partners

County Council

Landowners, County
Council

County Council,
landowner

County Council,
Police

County Council

County Council,
Greenfields
residents

Farmers, Greenfields
residents



Traffic & Transport continued...

Action

1. Complete  Long
Looms phase one:
dedicated
hardstanding for
Numbers 1-8

2. Seek planning 
and funding for phase
two: off-road parking
for Numbers 9-16

3. Devise phase 
three scheme:
Numbers 17-20

Devise solutions,
incorporating phase
three of Long Looms

Plan Nursery Field
scheme  (Project
Renew)

Seek 7.5 tonne limit
(except access)

1. Renew speed
monitoring and liaise
with Police

2. Press for pedestrian
crossing 
(Project Renew)

3. Improve Main Street
egress 
(Project Renew)

1. Expand use of 
mini-bus

2. Review delivery
schemes 

Time-scale

In hand

6 months

2-3 years

2-3 years

12 months

12 months

6 months

18 months

18 months

Ongoing

Ongoing

Lead 

BT,EJ

BT,EJ

BT,EJ

BT,EJ

Project
Renew
Group

Parish
Council

Parish
Council

Project
Renew
Group

Project
Renew
Group

Parish
Council,
Community
Group 

Partners

County Council,
City Council

County Council,City
Council,Chester &
District Housing
Trust
County Council,City
Council,residents

County Council,City
Council,residents

Parish Council,
Steering Group,City
Council,owner,
residents

County Council,
Police

Police

Parish Council,
Steering Group,
County Council, 
City Council, Police,
residents

Parish Council,
Steering Group,
County Council, 
City Council, Police,
Residents

Ashworth
Timebank,residents

Issue

Off-road parking on
Long Looms

Off-road parking on
Lampits Lane

Off-road parking for
Main Street and playing
field

HGV traffic

B5132 safety

Lack of transport for
those without cars
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Community & Facilities

Issue

Communications

Policing

Retention of village
activities

Barrowmore Enterprise
Park

Youth Club facilities

Youth facilities

Playing Field

Village Hall

Welcome Brochure

Barrow News

Action

1.Install notice boards
at the shop,Irons
Lane,Little Barrow and
Lansdowne Road

2. Establish Parish
website

Maintain pressure on
Police for more
proactive local policing

Coordinate long-term
planning and seek
wider involvement

1. Encourage links into
community

2. Involve in website

Consider need for
pavilion extension

Develop MUGA/games
scheme 
(Project Renew)

Consider options as
Project Renew
emerges

Consider uses for
spare capacity

Update and
incorporate in website

Increase community
content

Time-scale

3 months

12 months

Ongoing

12 months

12 months

12 months

12 months

18 months

Ongoing

Ongoing

12 months

Ongoing

Lead 

BT

Communic-
ations Group

Parish
Council

Community
Group

Community
Group

Communic-
ations Group

Playing Field
Foundation

Project
Renew
Group

Playing Field
Foundation

Village Hall
Trustees

Church

Church

Partners

Site owners,
Barrowmore

Residents,societies,
businesses

Police,residents

Parish Council,
residents

Parish Council

Youth Club,School

Parish Council,
Steering Group,
School, Youth Club,
residents

Parish Council,
Community Group

Parish Council,
Community Group,
Church

Communications
Group

Parish Council,
Communications
Group, societies
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Environment

Issue

Environment
Group

Planning
Applications

Landscape &
General
Environment

Public Rights of
Way

Action

Environment Group to be
established and terms of
reference agreed with the Parish
Council

Environment Group to view
applications and advise Parish
Council

1.Instigate production of
Biodiversity Audit

2. Trees: 
Protect/replace TPO trees 
Identify further TPO needs
Plan future planting
Attend to deteriorating 
woodland

3. Wild flowers: 
Inform public on regulations
Consider developing wild 
flower meadow schemes

4. Grass verges: 
Improve maintenance
Seek action on eroded areas

5. General: 
Devise management schemes
for environmental black spots 
Assess and plan management
of avenues of landscape
Encourage understanding and
appreciation of our landscape 
and link to economic benefits

1. Advise CC of damage or
obstruction of footpaths and
furniture

2. Consider case for new rights of
way and permissive footpaths

3. Identify sites for seating by
footpaths

4. Conserve historic stiles and
seek listing

Time-scale

3 months

Ongoing

3-5 years

2 years
3-5 years
Ongoing
2 years

Ongoing
3-5 years

12 months
2 years

2 years

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

3-5 years

2 years

12 months

Lead 

Parish
Council

Parish
Council

Environment
Group

Environment
Group

“”
“”
“”

Environment
Group

“”

Environment
Group  

“”

Environment
Group

“”

“”

Footpaths
Committee

Footpaths
Committee

Footpaths
Committee

Footpaths
Committee

Partners

Environment
Focus Group

Environment
Group

Specialist
support,
residents

Tree Society

Residents

County Council,
residents

County Council,
residents

County Council,
residents

County Council,
residents
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Environment continued...

Issue

Horse Riding

Agricultural
Policies

Conservation
Areas

The Rural
Village

Action

1.Explore provision of off-road riding
facilities and bridleways

2.Seek understanding of riders to avoid
damage to footpaths

1. Encourage reporting of pollution and
nuisance 

2. Ensure implications for the
environment of diversification proposals
are taken into account

3. Create a forum for farmers and
residents to share understanding of
stewardship and issues

1. Seek inclusion of Barrowmore Estate
in Great Barrow Conservation Area

2. As owner, maintain and protect
Church Lane

3. Seek conservation of traditional
sandstone walls

4. Ensure that buildings and trees in
the Conservation Area are managed
appropriately

1. Waste: Seek provision of litter 
and dog waste bins
Seek surveillance of fly-tipping 
sites and advertise procedures 
when observed
Review litter management and 
use of Lengthsman
Promote youth awareness and
involvement
Increase provision of skips

2. Noise: Take account of noise
pollution implications of new 
development proposals

3. Reassess adequacy of sewage and
drainage systems

4. Raise awareness of Best Kept Village
competition

5. Monitor and seek continued
improvement of watercouses especially
those in the vicinity of Barrow Mill  

Time-scale

2-5 years

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

12 months

12 months

12 months

Ongoing

Ongoing

12 months

12 months

12 months

2 years

Ongoing

Ongoing

2 years

Ongoing

Ongoing

Lead

Environment
Group

Environment
Group

Environment
Group

Environment
Group

Environment
Group

Parish Council

Parish Council

Parish Council

Parish Council

Parish Council

Parish Council

Parish Council

Environment
Group
Parish Council

Parish Council

Parish Council

Parish Council

Parish Council

Partners

Landowners,
riders

Residents
Parish Council

Farmers,
residents

City Council

Environment
Group

Environment
Group,
residents

City Council

County
Council

School,
residents

Environment
Agency



Parish Plan Data Summary 

1. Flyer

Immediately after the launch of the Plan, a short
questionnaire (the Flyer) was delivered to every
household in the Parish (Appendix 1).  This listed key
areas likely to be of interest to residents, based upon
inspection of other rural parish plans and the various
guidance documents.  Residents were invited to
indicate the areas they felt to be of greatest importance
and to state issues which gave them particular concern.

103 responses were obtained which, given some
multiple responses, gave a household response rate of
around 20%.  Some residents failed to understand the
objective of prioritisation and ticked most or all boxes
as being important, but the overall weight of the
response confirmed that the correct areas had been
identified.  A very useful element of the communication
was the very large number of comments volunteered on
areas of particular concern.  These are not in a form
that can be readily collated, but provided the starting-
point for the work of the six focus groups which were
then set up to research and report on the key interest
areas. 

2. Research & Canvassing

The six focus groups consulted widely within the Parish
during their research and sought direct input to their
discussions from expert or interested external groups.
Draft reports were circulated to other groups and
submitted to the Steering Group.

3. Validation

Careful consideration was given to the issue of ensuring
that the focus group reports provided a faithful
reflection of the views of the community.   

Observation of other plan processes suggested that a
questionnaire which truly sought the full range of
responses on all issues could swamp our process.  It
was very likely that a mass of ‘white noise’ of opinion
could result, which would actually hinder the effort to
generate straightforward and understandable
proposals.

It was therefore concluded that the focus group reports
should be presented to the community in a simplified
and clearly articulated form through a Poster Display
format.  On key issues, specific proposals would be
made, supported by reasoned argument.  

The objective was to validate the Parish Plan process
by communicating the draft ideas of the focus groups
to the community as a whole and to give an opportunity
for challenge or support of these ideas.  A subordinate
but important process was to seek information, ideas
and volunteer support in a number of areas.

The Display was widely commended as clear, attractive
and informative.  One resident raised criticism of detail
in one part of the display, but the overwhelming
message was strongly appreciative and supportive.

A total of 226 people (162 adults and
64 children) are 
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believed to have viewed the Display, some returning
twice.  This represents 25% of the Parish population.
Taking into account the absence of many young people
listed as residents and the numbers of the elderly
unable to attend, the adult attendance is estimated at
30% of those in the Parish able to attend (2001
Census).

The Display was open for a total of 34 hours over four
days and was manned by two, three or four focus
group members at all times, allowing very useful 
exchanges of views with visitors.

A total of 13 individual questionnaires or response
sheets were available to obtain feedback on key issues
and 427 returns were completed by residents visiting
the Display.  Much useful data was received and is
partially collated in the attached sheets.  The response
rate when volunteer support was invited was variable,
depending upon whether the invitation was to pursue
an interest (Environment) or to contribute altruistic effort
(Shop, Youth Club, etc), but some valuable support was
gained. 

4. Poster Display Data 

The questionnaire/response sheets and response levels
are attached as Appendix 2.  The Display merged the
proposals of The Community and the Facilities &
Amenities focus groups and this is reflected in the data
summary. The text below attempts to summarise and
interpret the data.  

4.1 Housing

There were two questionnaires: one to test views on the
policy assumptions and one to test the popularity of the
selected brownfield sites. Both were filled in by almost
half of the adults attending.

(i) Policy

While opposition to building on the Green Belt appears
substantial (53/16), 11 of the opponents were opposed
to any new building at all. 

There was strong support (81%) for the ‘modest growth’
proposition. 



Views on housing mix showed significant support for
more family homes (32%) and/or a broad mix of
housing types (33%).  While 26% supported more social
and starter homes, almost all saw this as part of a
broader mix. This response indicates wide acceptance
of the proposition that the health of the community
would benefit if new housing includes a mix of housing
types.

(ii) Sites

The voting for and against the various sites has
elements of self interest, as might be expected.  The
fact that the Lansdowne Road site affects very few
people and the issue of dereliction at Hulme Hall
perhaps contribute to these sites being ‘popular’.
Responses on the three garage sites show significant
divergences of opinion and may be polarised to some
extent, depending upon where the respondent lives.

Overall, the responses were supportive of the focus
group position and there were no indications that
significant issues had been neglected.  The preference
for modest growth comprising a mix of housing types is
very clear.

4.2 Transport

There were two response sheets: one gave an
opportunity to support or reject the various focus group
suggestions and the other sought information on public
transport needs.  The main response sheet was
completed by more than half the adults.

(i) Focus Group Proposals

The results show that the school/Greysfield pedestrian
crossing is very strongly supported – possibly the
exceptions see the practical difficulties of siting for the
crossing.

The two sets of parking proposals and the footway
proposals also have strong support, but substantial
numbers appear to lack interest.

The roadway proposals are supported less strongly
and, since improved road surfaces are surely needed,
this probably reflects some underlying opposition to
pushing for adoption of Top Lane as a priority.

White entrance gates lack endorsement, although there
may be some confusion as to how this concept works.  

Road calming measures have some support, but also
attract the strongest opposition.

(ii) Public Transport

43 responded to indicate primarily a wish for a direct
service to Chester.  It is hard to judge the true level of
this demand, since many of those responding do not
use the current feeder service and one might think a
dedicated public transport user would do so.

12 indicated some willingness to be involved in further
exploration of the transport issue and some alternative
community-based schemes might be worth
exploring.

30



4.3 Shop

Two response sheets sought volunteers to help in the
operation of the shop or to help with a newspaper
round.  A small number of volunteers were forthcoming
and were vital in helping to keep the business running
in those early days.

Given the difficulty in staffing a newspaper round, a
questionnaire was designed to identify the degree of
loyalty of newspaper purchasers to the local shop
(would they collect if no delivery was available) and the
possibility of later deliveries being acceptable.
Although the sample is small (25), it seems that delivery
is important to retain sales.  Timing appears to be a
reasonably flexible issue for most people and this has
been helpful to the restructuring of the round.

4.4 Community & Facilities

The Display set out the importance of the concept of
community and the need for reasonable numbers of
residents to participate actively.  This willingness to be
involved was tested in a number of response sheets.
The number of positive responses was limited, but
given the difficulty always experienced in getting
volunteers it was certainly a worthwhile process.

The general ‘Will you help?’ sheet had a reasonable
response which can be followed up.  The Youth Club
sheet gained only two offers of help: this is
disappointing, in the light of the assertion that
involvement of and with youth is important for the
continued health of the community.

The Village Watch initiative also rang no bells, with only
14 households registering an interest.  It may be that
there could be interest in a traditional Neighbourhood
Watch and that the lack of interest was due to the
proposed emphasis on caring for your neighbour.

The invitation to give thought to new village amenities
and facilities for the elderly received a low response,
but it seems that some sort of drop-in café would be of
interest and that mini bus transport would be welcome.

The Games Facilities response sheet received
surprisingly good adult feed-back (33) and an
enthusiastic response from the schoolchildren.  The
idea of a games wall met with strong approval, while
the all-weather surface became confused with a desire
for tennis courts (which would be administratively
difficult). Bike/skate jumps were less well supported.  A
recurring suggestion was to site some facilities at
Barrowmore – possibly seen as a less noisy solution. 

4.5 Environment

The Environment display was very popular and a
number of discussions took place with focus group
members.  The principal purpose of the display was to
promote interest in the unique environment around
Barrow and the questionnaire invited comment on areas
of concern and possible interest in future work in the
conservation field.  A total of 13 respondents expressed
an interest in further involvement.  33 responses were
obtained overall and referred to a range of issues, both
major and minor.
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BARROW PARISH PLAN

PLEASE HELP US TO DEVELOP A PARISH PLAN FOR BARROW

EVERY PARISH IN THE COUNTRY HAS BEEN ENCOURAGED TO PRODUCE A PLAN FOR THE FUTURE 
OF ITS COMMUNITY.  

• THE PLAN WILL SET OUT WHAT IS IMPORTANT TO THE COMMUNITY: WHAT YOU WANT TO 
KEEP AND WHAT YOU WANT TO CHANGE. 

• SINCE WE WILL SPEAK WITH A SINGLE VOICE AND NOT AS INDIVIDUALS IT WILL INFLUENCE THE 
PROVISION OF SERVICES BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT. 

• IT MAY IDENTIFY THINGS THAT WE WANT AS A COMMUNITY THAT WE CAN ORGANISE FOR 
OURSELVES. 

• IT WILL BE A VALUABLE INFLUENCE ON PLANNING OF HOUSING DEVELOPMENT.

THE PARISH PLAN FOR BARROW WAS LAUNCHED AT A PUBLIC MEETING IN MARCH AND A STEERING
GROUP WAS FORMED TO PROGRESS IT.  WE NEED YOUR HELP TO CHECK THAT THE PRIORITY ISSUES
WE HAVE IDENTIFIED ARE THE RIGHT ONES AND WOULD LIKE YOU TO FILL IN THE BRIEF
QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE BACK OF THIS PAGE.

TELL US WHICH ISSUES ARE IMPORTANT TO YOU
WRITE DOWN YOUR VIEW OF WHAT YOU WOULD LIKE DONE
ADD ISSUES YOU WANT INCLUDED 

ONCE WE HAVE ANALYSED THE RESULTS WE WOULD LIKE RESIDENTS WHO ARE INTERESTED IN
PARTICULAR ISSUES TO JOIN FOCUS GROUPS EACH OF WHICH WILL DEVELOP A BARROW
COMMUNITY VIEW ON A PARTICULAR ISSUE. WE WILL NEED TO IDENTIFY THE BEST WAY TO CHECK
THAT THESE VIEWS REPRESENT THE COMMUNITY AS A WHOLE. 

PLEASE JOIN A FOCUS GROUP IF YOU FEEL A PARTICULAR ISSUE IS IMPORTANT TO YOU OR TO

THE COMMUNITY.

THE COMPLETED QUESTIONNAIRE CAN BE DROPPED OFF AT ANY OF THESE COLLECTION POINTS:

THE VILLAGE SHOP/POST OFFICE THE SCHOOL THE CHURCH

THE VILLAGE HALL BARROWMORE CLUB STAMFORD BRIDGE INN

THE WHITE HORSE

COMPLETED QUESTIONNAIRES CAN ALSO BE HANDED TO ANY OF THESE MEMBERS OF THE STEERING
GROUP:

BOB TOMLINSON (CHAIRMAN) PETER DOBBS ALAN FREW

ANN FAULKENER CHARLES HEWITT PETER MOORE

CHRIS YOUNGS                                         ALEX WOODS ANGIE WOODCOCK

WE HAVE TRIED TO SUPPLY TWO COPIES OF THIS LEAFLET TO EVERY HOUSEHOLD.  

EVERYONE SHOULD HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO CONTRIBUTE, WHATEVER THEIR AGE.  IF YOU WANT
MORE COPIES, THESE CAN BE OBTAINED FROM THE VILLAGE SHOP OR FROM THE WHITE HORSE.
PLEASE TRY TO RETURN THE COMPLETED LEAFLETS BY 31 AUGUST.

Appendix 1: The Flyer
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ISSUES
Tick if very important

VILLAGE FACILITIES & AMENITIES (shop, school, hall, playing field, church, pubs)
I would like: 

TRAFFIC & TRANSPORT (bus services, speed, parking)                         
I would like: 

HOUSING (more of some type, no more at all)                      
I would like: 

ENVIRONMENT (nature, waste, noise, litter, loss of green belt)
I would like: 

COMMUNITY SAFETY (policing, vandalism, watch schemes)
I would like: 

LOCAL ECONOMY & EMPLOYMENT (can we encourage local employment)
I would like: 

SENSE OF COMMUNITY (pulling together, shared activities)
I would like: 

OTHER AREAS (please tell us anything else that seems equally important)

I would like to join a focus group on

Name Telephone Number

Address



Appendix 1b: Poster Display Response Sheets

Housing Policy

Please tick whichever options you support.

No building at all on Green Belt

Some use of Green Belt 
if a good project

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *

No more housing

Modest growth only

Substantial growth is needed

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *

More socially rented homes

More starter homes

More family homes

More homes for the elderly

A mixture

My name (optional)

Total Responses: 73

Housing Sites

Please indicate which of the sites you
would support as a location for building as
part of ‘Modest Growth’.

Rear of Long Looms 
(garage site)

Hulme Hall

Irons Lane / Avenue (garage site)

Land around Barrowmore Club

Lansdowne Road (old cafe site)

My name (optional)

Total Responses: 72

yes    no

53

16

11

54

2

8

16

29

8

30

56

36

38

54

30

8

14

21

5

25
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Traffic & Transport

A number of suggestions are made in the
display. Please let us know whether you
support them by placing a tick or a cross
in the boxes below.

White entrance gates

School pedestrian crossing

Amenity parking proposals

Residents parking proposals

Footway proposals

Roadway proposals

Traffic calming (bumps, etc.)

Please write any additional 
comments here.

My name (optional)

Total Responses: 87

yes no don’t
know

Public Transport

Do you use the bus service? Yes / No
Delete as applicable

If Yes, please tell us about any
improvements you would like to see by
filling in the boxes below.

If No, then please use the boxes below to
tell us if  there any changes could be
made which would mean that you would
use the bus service.

Different stops:

Different destinations:

Different timings:

Would you like to help the work of a
Transport Group by joining it or just by
contributing ideas or help?

Please leave your name:

and contact number:

27

71

56

52

63

41

24

38

7

24

27

17

33

21

22

2

-

2

1

6
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Voluntary Help in
the Shop

Might you be interested in working in the
shop or carrying out some particular role?

Are you just willing to learn more of what
might be involved?

PLEASE fill in this slip or contact a
member of the Shop Focus Group.

Name:

and contact number:

Total Responses: 16
Offers of Counter Help: 8
Undefined Assistance: 6

Newspaper Round

I am interested in helping

I know someone who might help

Name:

and contact number:

If you give your contact details, we will call you. 

Even if you just want to learn more about the
role(s), please fill in this slip or contact a member
of the Shop Focus Group.

Total Responses: 4

please tick
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Total Responses: 15

Will you help?

Distribute Barrow News

Help design the Website

Help edit the Website

Village Activities

Can we approach you to help 
from time to time,even in a 
small way?

Name:

and contact number:

Total Responses: 24 please tick

Timing of
Newspaper Delivery

If there was no newspaper delivery from
Barrow Stores, I would:

1. Arrange delivery from 
another supplier.

2. Come and collect my paper.

3. Pick up a paper elsewhere.

In order to continue taking my newspaper
delivery, I need delivery before:

7.30am

8.30am

9.30am

My name (optional)

11

10

2

5

5

7

37

6

3

2

9



Village Watch

A Village Watch scheme would involve
groups of neighbours agreeing to look out
for each other. They would elect
coordinators from time to time and would
give them information as to those who
seemed in need of help or support. The
coordinators would make sure that help
was offered with cleaning, gardening,
deliveries or just neighbourly comfort.

The same groups could advise on new
arrivals who could be welcomed to the
community. It could of course also act as
a conventional neighbourhood watch.

Are you interested in helping form a
Village Watch in your part of Barrow?
Please give your name and contact
details.

Name:

Contact number:

Address:

Youth Club

Are you a parent of a child who is going 
to the Youth Club?

Or are you a resident who understands
how important it is to involve our children
in community life?

Please tell us if you can offer any help to
maintain or perhaps 
expand the activities of the Club.

Name:

and contact number:

What I could do:

Total Responses: 2 Total Responses: 17
(14 households)

38



39

Amenities

We have suggested possible amenities
which might be set up in the Village Hall: 

• A drop-in point for the elderly
• An assisted IT facility
• A library/information point

Have you any other practical suggestions?

The Elderly

We have listed some areas of help for the
elderly. Have your any other thoughts?

Total Responses: 11

Games Facilities

Please indicate if you would support the
following facilities and let us have any
comments. 

An all-weather pitch

A wall for ball games

A skate/bike course

Have you any other ideas?

Total Responses: 33

22

24

18



The Environment

The display illustrates aspects of the
environment we all live in. More detailed
information is on the adjacent table-
please look at it but do not remove.

It would help us to know whether there
any aspects of this display which are of
particular concern or interest to you.

Comments:

A number of us want to continue working
on conserving and improving our Barrow
environment. Would you consider playing
a part in this?

Yes No

If yes, in what way would you like to
contribute?

Name:

Contact number:

Total Responses: 30

Total Responses: 13
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